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Mysticism ! It abolished love - and, of course,
though Wesley did not say this, made the medi-
ation of God's Son unnecessary, Christianity super-
fluous. " The Mystics are the most dangerous
of its enemies," Wesley decided ; " they stab it
in the vitals." No ; there was no release with
them.

With whom then ? The question became
acute, for in 1735 his father pressed him, this
time insistently, to apply to succeed to the living,
and so make a home for his mother and sisters
after the rector's death. The younger Samuel,
snugly ensconced as headmaster of BlundelTs
school near Tiverton (where he was looked upon
as something of a rigid prig), had stoutly refused
the succession, and joined in urging his brother.
At this renewed demand, John shrank aghast, and
compiled a terrific screed to his father, in which,
in twenty-six long argumentative sections, he
proved that it was better for his soul, and there-
fore better for Christianity, that he should stay
at Oxford. Surely he could do most good where
he was most perfect. At Oxford he had every
advantage - a few close friends to watch over his
soul, freedom from half-Christians, freedom from
care, which last St. Paul had said was essential :
at Epworth he would relapse into the state of a
mere ordinary parson, hated by his parishioners :
for, once he had told them what he thought of
them, all his present popularity with them would
evaporate. Through all the letter one can feel
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